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ratchlng deal
as best bet

e state seeks another Aqueduct
or, re-examine Belmont stance

ny’s latest attempt to cash in a multimillion-dollar
ket for racino revenues never got out of the starting
:e. The Paterson administration scratched its award
itive electronic slots contract to Aqueduct Entertain-
up after the bidding process was exposed as hope-
wed and blatantly political.

weeks of pounding criticism, AEG was officially re-
aen some of the big names in its proposal refused to
» background checks, while others were caught up in
| federal criminal investigation. The track record
i round demands the state field an entirely new card
s, not just pick some also-rans.

it starts anew, however, the state must first re-examine
»rn insistence that video lottery terminals at Aqueduct
are the best bet. Whether it’s a simple racino or a full
ie odds to get the miost revenue are better at Belmont
deal location and spacious setting can make it a big en-
:nt destination. Belmont advocates Sens. Dean Skelos
ille Centre) and Craig Johnson (D-Port Washmgton)
rork together to get it in the running.

the state is hungry for the $300-million, upfront VLT
1g its current budget gap, waiting may be wiser. The
ck Nation is looking to locate a full-scale casino be-
tribal land in Southampton and New York City. A cut
would make the VLT pot look like penny ante. %]

vn of Islip's car talk
trying to curb this perk

her painful entry in the lemon-juice-poured-on-our-
er-cut ledger: While private-sector workers struggle
to get by in this brutal economy, the Town of Islip
n legally take town cars away from employees who
mostly to get back and forth between home and work.
still, the town workers’ union didn’t even have to
itract provision — there is none — to reverse Super-
1 Nolan’s sensible 2008 decision to take back about
.n administrative law judge for the state’s Public Em-
t Relations Board has ruled that, despite the lack of
ianguage, the cars are a “past practice” that the town
: away without bargaining with the union.
outrageous, but nothing new. Gther public officials,
by this scam, have tried to overturn it in court. But
s have not helped. Islip will appeal to the full PERB,
if the town miraculously won, the underlying prob-
ld remain. Fixing it statewide would take action by
Legislature to change the basic labor law, to make
:it’s only what’s in the contract that counts. .
ow, Suffolk County Executive Steve Levy was able to
unty fleet from more than 600 to just over 300, on the
at some essential workers need cars, but too many
just to commute, So leaders like Nolan must keep try-
- the brakes on this perk. There’s no excuse for lettmg
¢ servants take us all for an unwanted ride. F&} peir:
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If Fawcett was out,
singer should be, too
The executive director of

the film academy said Farrah .

Fawcett was not included in
the “in memoriam” segment
because she was better
known as a TV star [“Left out
of Academy's ‘In Memoriam’
spot,” News, March 9]. -«
Remind me, what was Mi-
chael Jackson best known as?
Dennis Rosenberg
Oceanside

Immigration reform

works for everyone

Most people recognize that
fixing our broken immigra-
tion system will be good for
everyone — whatever your
immigration status, or if
you're native-born. [“Pro-
posed fine not fair to legal im-
migrants,” Letters, March 101,

‘We need to get all immi-

. grants on the right side of

the law so they can come out
of the shadows and fully con-
tribute to our economy
(though many are doing so al-
ready by paying income and
sales taxes, while avoiding
using government services).
The way to do that is

der i

gration reform. The center-

. piece of reform is an earned

path to legalization, for immi-
grants who learn English, play
by the rules and come under
the umbrella of the law.
Maryann Sinclair Slutsky
Port Washlngton
Editor’s note: The writer
is director of Long Island
‘Wins, 2 group promoting prac-
tical solutions to immigration
issues.

No time to restore
take-home car perk

it is interesting that Judge
Elena Cacavas finds that de-
spite no contractual obliga-
tion, Islip Town workers
should continue receiving the
perk of a take-home car be-
cause it was a “long standing
past practice” [“Workers. get
perk back,” News, March 10].
Amazing!

Common sense dictates
that for now, a take-home
car for most of the titles
mentioned is an excessive
benefit at the taxpayer’s ex-
pense. With $200,000 a
year police officers,

$100,000 teachers and tons '

of patronage jobs, no won-~
mm:grants -want to -
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know the right people, it is
truly the land of opportuni-

ty.
Gene Towba
Plainview

If Levy has a plan,

we need it now

Suffolk County Executive
Steve Levy, what are you wait-
ing for?

If you have such a specific
plan to save New York from
bankruptcy [“Lazio: Levy is
no Republican,” News, March
6], why wait for your possible
election as governor? Run,
don’t walk, right up to Albany
now and give Gov. David A.
Paterson your help as a volun-
teer. Prove yourself now and
help keep New York from
going down the tubes.

Gail Connors
- : Bay Shore
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